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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mueller 
alone. 

Mueller discloses a patron service system (abstract, Fig. 1) for serving a patron 
that includes at least one patron station (10) configured to electronically display a 
plurality of menu items (abstract, col. 10 line 29) and at least one advertisement (col. 9 
line 34+) and an establishment server (13) in communication with each patron station 
that is configured to receive and process order input for later fulfillment of the order (col. 
4 line 37+). The patron station is configured to receive order input from the patron 
corresponding to an order from the menu (col. 10 line 30+). 

3. Claims 2-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mueller in view of Kurland et al. 

With regard to claim 5, the system includes a central server (13) in 
communication with a plurality of servers (16, 28, 56, Fig. 1). With regard to claim 6, it 
is common practice for networked servers to communicate instructions necessary for 
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operation. With regard to claims 9-1 1 and 23, it is common practice in the field to base 
advertisement selections upon a variety of quantities, including order input, patron 
information, and so on. With regard to claims 13-15, it is common practice in the field to 
store supplements associated with a given advertisement (a link to a webpage or 
coupons, for example) and to keep records regarding patron selections. With regard to 
claims 17-20 and 22, it is common practice in the field to create and store files for 
individual patrons that include ID information and historical behavioral information. 

The patron service system of Mueller differs from the current invention in that it 
does not include a data base for storing a plurality of advertisements, wherein the 
establishment server can select one of the advertisements for display [claim 2], a 
means for changing the content of the data base [claim 3], a processor and program for 
selecting a given advertisement [claim 4], stations configured to receive demographic 
information from patrons and send it to the server [claims 7 and 8], patron stations 
configured to receive selection input and to communicate the input to the server [claim 
12], stations configured to receive patron identity and to communicate the input to the 
server [claim 16], and a server in communication with a plurality of selectable music 
selections [claim 21]. 

With regard to claim 2, Kurland discloses a patron service system (10, Fig. 1, 
abstract) that includes a data base (22, 32) for storing a plurality of entertainment 
selections (could be advertisements) and an establishment server that can select one of 
the selections for display (abstract). With regard to claims 3 and 4, the system includes 
a means for changing the content of the data base and a processor and program for 
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selecting a given selection to be displayed (col. 2 line 45+). With regard to claims 7 and 
8, the stations are configured to receive demographic information from patrons and 
send it to the server (see Fig. 4). With regard to claim 12, the patron stations are 
configured to receive selection input and to communicate the input to the server (see 
Fig. 4). With regard to claim 16, the patron stations are configured to receive patron 
identity input and to communicate the input to the server (see Fig. 4). With regard to 
claim 21, the server is in communication with a plurality of selectable music selections 
(col. 5 line 50+). 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the patron service system of 
Mueller to include a data base for storing a plurality of advertisements, wherein the 
establishment server can select one of the advertisements for display, a means for 
changing the content of the data base, a processor and program for selecting a given 
advertisement, stations configured to receive demographic information from patrons and 
send it to the server, patron stations configured to receive selection input and to 
communicate the input to the server, stations configured to receive patron identity and 
to communicate the input to the server, and a server in communication with a plurality 
of selectable music selections, as taught by Kurland, to provide a means by which 
customer wait time can be utilized to provide additional income to the establishment 
serving the customer. 



4. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mueller 
alone. 
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Mueller discloses a patron service system (abstract, Fig. 1) for serving a patron 
that includes at least one patron station (10) configured to electronically display a 
plurality of menu items (abstract, col. 10 line 29) and at least one advertisement (col. 9 
line 34+) and an establishment server (13) in communication with each patron station 
that is configured to receive and process order input for later fulfillment of the order (col. 
4 line 37+). The patron station is configured to receive order input from the patron 
corresponding to an order from the menu (col. 10 line 30+). 

5. Claims 25-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mueller in view of Kurland et al. 

The system of Mueller includes a central server (13) in communication with a 
plurality of servers via a network (16, 28, 56, Fig. 1). It is common practice for 
networked servers to communicate instructions and to store items necessary for 
operation. It is common practice in the field to base advertisement selections upon a 
variety of quantities, including order input, patron information, predetermined conditions, 
and so on. It is common practice in the field to store supplements associated with a 
given advertisement (a link to a webpage or coupons, for example) and to keep records 
regarding patron selections. It is common practice in the field to create and store files 
for individual patrons that include ID information and historical behavioral information. It 
is common practice in the field to update inventory information based on sales or usage 
information for particular items. 
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The patron service system of Mueller differs from the current invention in that it 
does not include a data base for storing a plurality of advertisements, wherein the 
establishment server can select one of the advertisements for display, a processor and 
program for selecting a given advertisement, patron stations configured to receive 
selection input and to communicate the input to the server, stations configured to 
receive patron identity and to communicate the input to the server, and a server in 
communication with a plurality of selectable music. 

Kurland discloses a patron service system (10, Fig. 1 , abstract) that includes a 
data base (22, 32) for storing a plurality of entertainment selections (could be 
advertisements) and an establishment server that can select one of the selections for 
display (abstract). The system includes a processor and program for selecting a given 
selection to be displayed (col. 2 line 45+). The patron stations are configured to receive 
selection input and to communicate the input to the server (see Fig. 4). The patron 
stations are configured to receive patron identity input and to communicate the input to 
the server (see Fig. 4). The server is in communication with a plurality of selectable 
music selections (col. 5 line 50+). 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the patron service system of 
Mueller to include a data base for storing a plurality of advertisements, wherein the 
establishment server can select one of the advertisements for display, a processor and 
program for selecting a given advertisement, patron stations configured to receive 
selection input and to communicate the input to the server, stations configured to 
receive patron identity and to communicate the input to the server, and a server in 
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communication with a plurality of selectable music, as taught by Kurland, to provide a 
means by which customer wait time can be utilized to provide additional income to the 
establishment serving the customer. 

6. Claims 46 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mueller alone. 

Mueller discloses a patron service system (abstract, Fig. 1) for serving a patron 
that includes a central server (13) and a plurality of local servers (16, 28, 56) connected 
by a network, a plurality of patron stations (10) connected to the central server and 
configured to electronically display a plurality of menu items (abstract, col. 10 line 29) 
and at least one advertisement (col. 9 line 34+), the establishment server (13) in 
communication with each patron station is configured to receive and process order input 
for later fulfillment of the order (col. 4 line 37+). The patron station is configured to 
receive order input from the patron corresponding to an order from the menu (col. 10 
line 30+). It would be obvious to one skilled in the art that the computers could be 
arranged in a variety of manners to provide the necessary processing and storage. It is 
common practice in the field to base advertisement selections upon a variety of 
quantities, including order input, patron information, predetermined conditions, and so 
on. 



7. Claims 48-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mueller alone. 
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Mueller discloses a patron service system (abstract, Fig. 1) for serving a patron 
that includes a central server (13) and a plurality of local servers (16, 28, 56) connected 
by a network, a plurality of patron stations (10) connected to the central server and 
configured to electronically display a plurality of menu items (abstract, col. 10 line 29) 
and at least one advertisement (col. 9 line 34+), the establishment server (13) in 
communication with each patron station is configured to receive and process order input 
for later fulfillment of the order (col. 4 line 37+). The patron station is configured to 
receive order input from the patron corresponding to an order from the menu (col. 10 
line 30+). It would be obvious to one skilled in the art that the computers could be 
arranged in a variety of manners to provide the necessary processing and storage. It is 
common practice in the field to base advertisement selections upon a variety of 
quantities, including order input, patron information, predetermined conditions, and so 
on. 

8. Claims 53 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mueller in 
view of Kurland et al. 

The patron service system of Mueller differs from the current invention in that it 
does not include a server in communication with a plurality of selectable music. 

Kurland discloses a patron service system (10, Fig. 1, abstract) that includes a 
server in communication with a plurality of selectable music selections (col. 5 line 50+). 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the patron service system of 
Mueller to include a server in communication with a plurality of selectable music, as 
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taught by Kurland, to provide a means by which customer wait time can be utilized to 
provide additional income to the establishment serving the customer. 

9. Claims 54-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mueller alone. 

Mueller discloses a patron service system (abstract, Fig. 1) for serving a patron 
that includes a central server (13) and a plurality of local servers (16, 28, 56) connected 
by a network, a plurality of patron stations (10) connected to the central server and 
configured to electronically display a plurality of menu items (abstract, col. 10 line 29) 
and at least one advertisement (col. 9 line 34+), the establishment server (13) in 
communication with each patron station is configured to receive and process order input 
for later fulfillment of the order (col. 4 line 37+). The patron station is configured to 
receive order input from the patron corresponding to an order from the menu (col. 10 
line 30+). It would be obvious to one skilled in the art that the computers could be 
arranged in a variety of manners to provide the necessary processing and storage. It is 
common practice in the field to base advertisement selections upon a variety of 
quantities, including order input, patron information, predetermined conditions, and so 
on. It is common practice for networked servers to communicate instructions necessary 
for operation. 
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Conclusion 



10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Boyd discloses a method for targeting advertisements to 
customers based on a customer profile stored in a database. Mandeberg et al. disclose 
a method for providing electronic advertisements at retail locations. Goldhaber et al. 
disclose a method for distributing advertising over a computer network based on an 
account history. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher R Buchanan whose telephone number is 
703-306-5782. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T 9-7. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on 703-308-5183. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
305-7687 for regular communications and 703-305-7687 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 



1113. 





Christopher Buchanan 
February 5, 2003 



Primary Examiner 



